RECOLLECTIONS AND REFLECTIONS
Mathematical Recreations, of which ten editions have been published, discusses arithmetical and geometrical puzzles, magic squares, the problem of the 15 schoolgirls, squaring the circle, trisecting an angle, mazes (he had a maze in his garden), cryptograms, ciphers, etc. Anything of the nature of a puzzle or an ingenious toy had a great fascination for him. He had a large collection of those applications of science to frivolous purposes which can be bought for a few pence from the trays of hawkers in London and Paris. To encourage conjuring he founded the " Pentacle Club " in Cambridge, which gives annual performances of an ambitious kind. He was also interested in cat's cradles, which have an ethnological importance, and gave a lecture on them at the Royal Institution. His Short History of Mathematics, which had a very large circulation, is a most interesting book. It is very well written, and the mathematics is leavened by accounts of the idiosyncrasies and escapades of the mathematicians. For a long time he had the intention of writing a biography of Sir Isaac Newton, and had collected a considerable amount of material for it. He was prevented by the pressure of other work from completing this, but he embodied part of it in his very able and interesting Essay on the Genesis and History of Newton s * * Principia ". He had formed a very fine collection of portraits of mathematicians. Rouse Ball was interested in the history of Trinity College as well as of mathematics : he knew not only its official history as expressed in minutes of its Governing Body, but, better than anyone else of his time, its more intimate history, the gossip of the Combination Room, epigrams and verses like those of Person and Mansel, and the ephemeral literature, such as is contained in the fly-sheets which had been issued when some burning question was dividing the College.
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